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Mission: All students will graduate prepared and ready for college or career. 
 

 

A team chaired by Advanced Academics Director Judy Bridges has recommended policy changes to EIC (Calculating 
Class Rank) that best fit the needs of our students and the expectations of our community. This task force was 
thirty-five members strong with representation from college representatives, counselors, teachers, directors and 
parents. The task force dissected the pros and cons of our current policy and reviewed the pros and cons of at least 
twenty policies from both our comparison schools and the most competitive schools relative to college and career 
performance.   The following Q&A was developed in response to known questions to date regarding this proposal.  

 

 

Q:  My student is in a junior high school and taking Spanish.  Does this put him/her at a disadvantage since 
advanced foreign language courses will be calculated now? 

 

A:  All first and second year foreign language classes are calculated at regular weight, regardless of when they are 
taken (8th grade or 11th grade).  Students taking the first and second year of Spanish in junior high will not be at a 
disadvantage compared to students taking these same courses during later grades.  In fact, by taking them early, 
students will have the opportunity to challenge additional courses in high school that could be weighted where 
students that wait until high school to take the courses may not have that opportunity due to restrictions in space 
in the four-year plan.  

 

Q:  My student is in high school now.  How will this proposed policy impact his/her GPA? 

 

A:  There will be no change to GPA calculation methodology for students currently in grades 9-12.   

The following classes will not have any change in calculating rank: 

● Class of 2019 (Seniors 18-19) 
● Class of 2020 (Juniors 18-19) 
● Class of 2021 (Sophomores 18-19) 
● Class of 2022 (Freshmen 18-19) 

 

Q:  Dual credit courses are to be calculated at the same weight as Advanced Placement (AP) courses.  Did the 
committee consider how this may negatively impact the AP program? 

 

A:  Considerable discussion occurred related to the differences in actuality and in practice between College Board 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses and dual credit courses.  The committee determined that colleges and 
universities treated the courses predominately the same.  Although individual private higher education entities 
may have different requirements, state institutions recognized the types of courses equally; thus, the committee 
came to consensus to treat the courses equally.  When determining whether or not to take a course as dual credit 
or AP, parents are encouraged to seek information from the university and specific school directly in order to best 
be prepared.  Ivy League and out of state schools are less likely to take any form of dual credit.  
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Q:  The new policy now calculates all State credit courses.  Does this discourage students from taking courses of 
interest? 

 

A:  The task force discussed how many and which credits to consider with great consideration for the impact on 
student interest and selections.  Students and parents may have to choose between courses of interest if they 
compete with more rigorous courses that better align to post-secondary goals.  

 

 

 

Q:  Does this proposed policy encourage students to “game the system” in order to be competitive with their GPA?  

 

A:  The task force reviewed data from past cohorts as well as multiple policies from various high performing 
districts before making recommended changes.  The task force worked to ensure this proposal was equitable and 
easy to understand for all stakeholders. As in the past, this policy does not eliminate the need for students and 
their parents to choose carefully what courses align to post-secondary goals and make choices based on those 
goals.   

 

 

 


